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In the May 7 elections, no one candidate received an absolutely majority of all votes cast for
president. Consequently, members of the Bolivian national congress will select the new head of
state between the two front-runners on Aug. 4, two days before the presidential inauguration. The
27 members of the Senate and 130 Deputies were also elected on Sunday. Unofficial vote counts
show a virtual tie between Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada of the ruling Revolutionary Nationalist
Movement (MNR) and Hugo Banzer Suarez, leader of the rightist Nationalist Democratic Action
Party (ADN). The MNR candidate leads by a tiny margin. In third place is Jaime Paz Zamora of
the Revolutionary Leftist Movement (MIR). On May 8, the two front-runners claimed victory. At a
news conference, Sanchez de Lozada said, "The tendencies are clear. I will be the next president of
Bolivia, and my primary goals will be social programs and economic stability." Jaime Cespedes, a
spokesperson for Banzer, said: "We will not accept the victory of Sanchez de Lozada because the
only victory acceptable is that of the Electoral Court. There is evidence to indicate fraud and the
annulment of votes favorable to Banzer." Foreign observers who visited polling places throughout
the country reported irregularities that appeared to stem from inadequate understanding of the
rules by some rural election officials, but that they found no evidence of widespread fraud. In a
speech on May 9, Sanchez de Lozada reiterated his claim to victory at the polls, and promised to
renovate the country's executive and legislative powers. Since the Sunday election, government
officials have claimed the electorate clearly demonstrated their preference for a continuity of
President Victor Paz Estenssoro's economic policies. Based on unofficial returns, they pointed out
that 62% of the electorate voted for the three front-runners, who campaigned on the basis of policy
continuity. Candidates who promised major policy changes received votes from only 21% of the
electorate. Of all registered voters, 17% abstained. Sanchez de Lozada has promised to continue all
aspects of the Estenssoro regime's economic program, although he also pledged to create 258,000
jobs and construct 150,000 new homes. During the campaign, Banzer asserted that his party was
the intellectual creator of the Estenssoro government's economic program. Banzer pledged greater
"flexibility" than the ruling party via cooperation and dialogue with workers to resolve their social
welfare problems. (Basic data from Xinhua, Notimex, 05/09/89; AP, 05/10/89)
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